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Chlamydia is a common and serious infectious disease of koalas. It may cause serious disease of the bladder and kidneys, the reproductive organs and the eyes. Consequently it affects koala fertility and eyesight. It typically causes disease over many weeks to months, causing much suffering and occasionally death (Booth and Blanshard 1999). 

Significant human and financial resources are dedicated to treating Chlamydial disease in koalas by carers (Flanagan pers. comm., 2008). Despite the commonness of Chlamydiosis, the way to successfully treat it is still under investigation.  Much work still needs to be done to determine which therapies are most useful and lead to successful recovery and release.
This talk will focus on efforts by the Koala Infectious Disease Research Group to determine which drugs used to treat Chlamydiosis are likely to work in koalas. The exciting findings of this work may change the way koalas are medicated with all drugs in future and paves the way for further investigation of drug treatments in koalas and other marsupials.
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